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MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the I7th November, 2003 

No. Z. 16025/45/2002-BP.—Constitution of National Commissioq on Macroeconomics and Health 

1.0 Background: 

Pursuant to the recommendations contained in the report of Commission 
for Macroeconomics and Health (CMH), established by DG, WHO in January, 
2000 the Government of India has decided to establish a Temporary National 
Commission for Macroeconomics and Health in India to assess the place of 
health in global economic development. 


2.0 Objective: 

The objective of this Commission will be to broadly assess the impact of 
increased investments in the health sector on poverty reduction as also the 
overall economic development of India. More specifically, this would involve 
establishing epidemiological base line operations and targets thereof in order to 
formulate a long-term programme for scaling up essential health interventions, 
with the focus on the poor. 
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3.0 Composition: 

National CMH 

1. Finance Minister-Chair 

2. Health Minister-Chair 

3. Secretary, Finance 

4. Secretary, Planning Commission 

5. Secretary, Health 

6. Secretary, Family Welfare 

7. Secretary, ISM&H. 

8. DGHS 

9. Chief Economic Adviser, MOF. 

10. Eminent economists 


❖ Dr.V.R. Panchmukhi, Director General, Research and 


Qi lof Am flio Mrtr» Allfmarl o«rl rlOirolAmnft 
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countries 

❖ Shri Bharat Jbunjhunwala, Economist and Columnist 
11 .Eminent public health experts/administrators 

❖ Dr. Anil Chaturvedi, Sr. Consultant, Internal Medicine, 
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital and Trauma Care Specialist 

❖ Dr. Flarshvardhan, former Health and Education Minister, Govt, 
of Delhi 

12. Industrialist 

❖ Dr. Narayan Miuthy, Chairman, Infosys Tech Ltd. 
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13. Non Government Organisations 

❖ Shri Abhay Bang, SEARCH (Society for Education, 
Action and Research in Community Health) 

❖ Dr. Alok Mukhopadhyay, Chief Executive, Voluntary 
Health Association of India 

14. Chair of the Sub-Commission - Prof. Ranjit Roy Chaudhury, Emeritus 
Scientist, National Institute of Immunology. 

15. Country heads 

❖ Michael F. Carter, Country Director, World Bank 

❖ Dr. S.J. Habayeb, WR, World Health Organisation 
16.Secretaiy to the Commission - Ms. Sujatha Rao, IAS (AP: 74), 


Sub Commission: 

1 Dr Ranjit Roy Chsudbiiry - Chairman 

2. 1-2 economists having significant contributions to social sectors. 

3. 1-2 public health experts. 

4. Ms. Sujatha Rao - Member Secretary 


4.0 Terms of reference: 

The NHP-2002 containing various targets and goals as also policy 
prescriptions on a myriad of issues in the health sector should broadly form the 
basis for designing the strategic framework and investment plan for scaling up 
essential health interventions. 

(i) To identify the priority areas for health interventions and the financing 
strategies to address those priorities. This would necessitate assessing 
the magnitude of financial resources required from domestic and external 
sources. 
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(ii) To design a set of essential interventions to be made universally available 
to the entire population on the basis of public financing (with the 
requisite donor support); 

(iii) To initiate a multi-layer programme of health-systems strengthening, 
focussed on service delivery at the local level including training, 
construction and upgrading of infrastructure and management 
development to enable the health sector to achieve universal coverage of 
essential interventions; 

(iv) Suggest critical systemic reforms for removing non-financial constraints 
to scale up essential interventions and improve their reach and 
effectiveness. 

(v) To establish quantified targets for reduction in the burden of diseases 
based on sound epidemiological modelling; 

(vi) To identify key health synergies with other sectors (inter-sectoral 
linkages); and 

(vii) To ensure consistency of the strategy with the overall macro-economic 

policy framework. . 


5.0 Other issues: 

(0 The Commission shall submit their report to the Government of India 
within one year of its being set up as per the Government of India 
Gazette Notification. 

(ii) The Commission shall normally meet once a quarter to guide and review 
the work of the Sub-Commission^ which would be the actual operational 
group for the exercise. 

(iii) The Commission/Sub Commission may conduct meetings, workshops, 
seminars on major relevant issues as deemed appropriate. 

(iv) 1 he Commission/Sub Commission will have access to information/data 
on issues of relevance from the concerned Administrative Ministries. 
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(v) If necessary, in pursuance of its objectives, the Sub Commission will be 
free to co-opt experts as Members, both from Government and outside, 
within the country and alternatively call experts as special invitees for 
meetings. 

(vi) The Sub Commission will be free to contract out studies on specific 
issues. 

(vii) The Commission will have an independent full time Secretariat headed 
by a Joint Secretary level officer to enable it to discharge its duties 
effectively. 

(viii) Grant of salaiy, TA/DA etc of the Government employees taken on 
deputation and grant of TA/DA to the non-official members of the 
Commission/Sub-Commission for attending meeting etc, will be 
governed by relevant Government rules. 

(ix) The entire expenditure for meeting the activities of the Commission will 
be borne by WHO. 
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